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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT VIRTUAL MEETING NOTICE:  BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

 

 

August 28, 2020 

 

A Public Hearing will be held before the Board of Adjustment on:  Wednesday, September 9, 2020 at 6:30 P.M. 

 

     This meeting will be held virtually, to determine whether the following application should be granted.  To view more 

information about this item, please visit:  www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/BOA.    

 

CASE:    PLN-BOA-20050002 

OWNER:                            TOWN DEVELOPMENT CO                                                   
AGENT:                GINA PENNEY     
ADDRESS:   333 E SUNRISE BLVD., FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33304                                             
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  PROGRESSO 2-18 D A POR OF LOTS 14 THRU 25 INCLUSIVE, ALL OF LOTS 26 

THRU 34 INCLUSIVE, & A POR OF LOT 35, BLK 183 DESC AS: COMM AT SW 

COR OF SAID LOT 25, N ALG W/L 15 TO POB, CONT N 249 TO INTERS OF A 

LN LYING 11 S OF & PARA TO N/L OF LOTS 35 & 14, ELY ALG SAID PARA LN 

260 TO INTERS WITH A LN LYING 10 W OF & PARA TO E/L OF SAID BLK 183, S 

229.50 TO P/C, SLY & WLY ALG CUR 30.63, WLY 240.50 TO POB    

ZONING:  B-2 and CB  
COMMISSION DISTRICT: 2 

REQUESTING: Sec. 47-22.4. - Maximum number of signs at one location and special 
requirements in zoning districts. 

 
                                           1. Requesting a variance to increase the total number of signs per lot from the 

maximum of four (4) signs with no more than one being a freestanding sign, to a 
total of Five (5) signs, a total increase of one (1) free standing sign.  

 
                                           Sec. 47-22.3. G - General regulations 
 
                                           2. Requesting a variance to allow a ground sign at a total height of 10 feet from 

natural grade whereas the code allows a maximum of 8 feet a total increase in 
height of 2 feet. 

 
                                           3. Requesting a variance to allow a total sign height of 7 feet 11 ¼ inches 

whereas the code allows a maximum height of 5 feet a total variance request of 2 
feet 11 ¼ inches. 

 
                                                                                       

The virtual meeting will be accessible through the City’s local government access channel FLTV at: 
www.fortlauderdale.gov/FLTV.  
 
Should you desire to speak on this item, please fill out the speaker form available at this link on the City’s website: 
www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/BOA. 
      
You may also email comments to: Chakila Crawford-Williams regarding Case: PLN-BOA- 20050002  

Send email to: chcrawfordl@fortlauderdale.gov.      
 
    
 

http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/BOA
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/FLTV
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/BOA
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MOHAMMED MALIK 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

 
 

Florida Statutes, Sec. 286.0105 
NOTE: If any person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter considered at this public meeting or 
hearing, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceeding is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT VIRTUAL MEETING

This Notice is the property of the City of Fort Lauderdale. In accordance with City Code Section 16-29, It shall be unlawful for any person to injure, cut, break or destroy in any manner any 

building or other thing belonging to or under the control of the City. Persons marring or removing the Notice may be subject to fine and/or imprisonment. 

In accordance with City Code Section 47-27.2A. H The sign shall remain on the property until final disposition of the application. This shall include any deferral, rehearing, appeal, request  for 

review  or hearing by another body. The sign information shall be changed as provided in subsection A.3.a

VIRTUAL MEETING INSTRUCTIONS:

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE

PUBLIC NOTICE

DATE: SEPTEMBER 9, 2020 TIME: 6:30 PM CASE: PLN-BOA-20050002

Request: Sec. 47-22.4. - Maximum number of signs at one location and special requirements in

zoning districts.

1. Requesting a variance to increase the total number of signs per lot from the maximum of four (4)

signs with no more than one being a freestanding sign, to a total of Five (5) signs, a total increase of

one (1) free standing sign.

Request: Sec. 47-22.3. G - General regulations.

2. Requesting a variance to allow a ground sign at a total height of 10 feet from natural grade

whereas the code allows a maximum of 8 feet a total increase in height of 2 feet.

3. Requesting a variance to allow a total sign height of 7 feet 11 ¼ inches whereas the code allows a

maximum height of 5 feet a total variance request of 2 feet 11 ¼ inches.

Visit www.fortlauderdale.gov/fltv to watch and listen to the meeting. 
Visit https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/BOA to sign up to 
speak.

http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/fltv
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/BOA
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Sec. 47-22.4. - Maximum number of signs at one location and special requirements in zoning districts.  

A.  Business, General Aviation, and RMH-60 zoning districts. The following regulations shall apply in all 
business, general aviation, and RMH-60 zoning districts:  
1.  Single business buildings. The total number of signs on any one (1) lot or plot shall not exceed 

four (4). The signs shall be limited and oriented to be viewed from the streets and vehicle 
travelways abutting the lot or plot as follows (streets and vehicle trafficways that are located 
parallel to one (1) another are considered separate):  

 Number of Streets  

or Vehicle Travelways  

Maximum Number  

of Signs  

One (1) street or one (1) travelway  
Two (2) signs, no more than one (1) being a 

freestanding sign  

One (1) street and one (1) or more vehicle 

travelways  

Three (3) signs, no more than one (1) being a 

freestanding sign  

Two (2) streets and no vehicle travelways  
Three (3) signs, no more than one (1) being a 

freestanding sign  

Two (2) streets and one (1) vehicle travelway  
Three (3) signs, no more than one (1) being a 

freestanding sign  

Two (2) streets and two (2) or more vehicle 

travelways  

Four (4) signs, no more than one (1) being a 

freestanding sign  

Three (3) streets and no vehicle travelways  
Four (4) signs, no more than two (2) being 

freestanding signs  

Four (4) streets and no vehicle travelways  
Four (4) signs, no more than two (2) being 

freestanding signs  

Four (4) streets and one (1) or more vehicle 

travelways  

Four (4) signs, no more than two (2) being 

freestanding signs  

Five (5) streets and no vehicle travelways  
Four (4) signs, no more than two (2) being 

freestanding signs  

  

2.  Multiple tenant office buildings. Any building which contains two (2) or more office tenants will 
be permitted one (1) building identification flat sign on each street frontage and only one (1) 



building identification ground sign. However, when located on three (3) street fronts then two (2) 
building identification ground signs shall be permitted. Ground signs may contain street number 
and street name. A wall directory sign will be permitted at each building entrance provided that 
such directory sign may not exceed a total of eight (8) square feet.  

3.  Multiple tenant office buildings with ground level stores. Any building as defined in subsection 
A.2, which contains ground level store(s), shop(s) or bay tenant(s) shall be permitted one (1) 
sign for each individual store, shop or bay per street front or vehicular travelway. Such signs 
shall not extend beyond the ground floor level. All such signs shall be identical in color and 
installed at a uniform height above ground level. Letters for all signs shall not exceed twenty-
four (24) inches in height and shall be identical in physical design.  

B.  Residential zones. As used in this section, the term "location" means that area for which a site plan 
has previously been filed with the city.  
1.  The maximum number of signs for any one (1) location in multi-residential zones shall be as 

follows:  
a.  RM-15: one (1) sign.  
b.  RML-25: one (1) sign.  
c.  RMM-25: one (1) sign.  
d.  RMH-25: one (1) sign.  

2.  However, if any location has more than one (1) street frontage, one (1) sign shall be permitted 
on each street frontage not exceeding a total of four (4) signs, three (3) of which must be placed 
and situated on the existing building at any such location.  

C.  Special regulations. The following special regulations shall apply in the zoning districts indicated and 
shall prevail over any conflicting regulations contained in the ULDR:  
1.  In the RM-15, RML-25 and RMM-25 districts, only on-premise signs are permitted.  
2.  In the RMH-25 district, the location, size, character, height and orientation of signs shall be 

included in a development plan subject to department Permits and Procedures, site plan level I, 
as provided in Section 47-24.2.  

3.  In the RMH-60 and RMH-25 districts, signs relating to uses which are accessory to hotels or 
motels located on the same lot or plot shall be limited as follows:  
a.  For each street front, one (1) sign, not to exceed fifteen (15) square feet in area shall be 

allowed for each one hundred (100) feet of street frontage or fraction thereof, but in no 
case shall the total number of such signs exceed two (2) signs per street frontage.  

4.  In the RMH-60 district, the location, size, character, height and orientation of signs shall be 
included in a development plan subject to department Permits and Procedures, site plan level I, 
as provided in Section 47-24.2.  

5.  In the RO and ROA districts, no roof sign, projecting sign, marquee sign, billboard sign, banner 
sign or animated sign shall be permitted; each building occupied by a permitted use as a 
principal use may have one (1) wall sign not exceeding two (2) feet in width or ten (10) feet in 
length; each building site occupied by a permitted use may have one (1) ground sign not 
exceeding three (3) feet in width or five (5) feet in length, the top of which shall not be over five 
(5) feet above the ground; and each building site may have directional signs each not over two 
(2) square feet in area and not extending over three (3) feet above the ground.  

6.  In the ROC district, the location, size, character, height and orientation of all signs shall be 
included in a development plan in accordance with the site plan subject to department Permits 
and Procedures, site plan level I, as provided in Section 47-24.2.  

7.  In any zoning district abutting those trafficways subject to the requirements for Specific Location 
Requirements, Interdistrict Corridor Requirements as specified in Section 47-23.9, ground signs 



and directional signs as described in this section may be permitted in the setback area, but in 
no case closer than five (5) feet from a property line.  

8.  If a sign is part of an overall development which requires a development permit the location, 
size, character, height, and orientation of such sign(s) shall be included in the development plan 
and approved pursuant to the same provisions as that which apply to the overall development.  

9.  AIP district. Signs located in the AIP zoning district shall be limited to ground signs. Any such 
ground sign shall not exceed one hundred twenty (120) square feet in area, nor shall it extend 
more than five (5) feet above the finished street level of the nearest street. One (1) flat sign for 
each business may be attached to the main structure. This provision shall not be interpreted to 
include signs painted directly on the wall, but are to be constructed with, or constructed and 
placed on, the structure. Such flat sign shall not extend above roof level of the wall upon which 
it is placed, and in no event shall exceed sixty (60) square feet in size. Signs shall not be 
illuminated by exposed tubes, bulbs or similar light sources, nor may they be of the flashing, 
rotating, or animated type. Signs may, however, be illuminated by shielded spotlighting. All 
signage in the AIP zoning district must first be approved by the department as a site plan level I, 
as being consistent with the purpose and intent of the AIP district.  

10.  GAA district. All signs must first be approved by the department as a site plan level I, as being 
consistent with the purposes and intent of the GAA district.  

11.  H-1 district. All signs located within the H-1 district shall comply with the requirements set out 
in Section 47-16, Historic Preservation District.  

12.  In any parking lot located in a residential zoning district, all signs shall be nonilluminated 
ground signs, each not exceeding six (6) square feet in area and four (4) feet in overall height 
above the ground. Such signs shall be of the caution, directional or owner-identification type.  

13.  In the Central Beach Districts, as described in Section 47-12, and in the Regional Activity 
Center (RAC) Districts, as described in Section 47-13, all signs shall comply with the following:  
a.  Freestanding detached signs, pylon signs, projecting signs, roof signs, billboards, window 

signs, message center signs and time and temperature units shall be prohibited. 
Notwithstanding this prohibition, ground signs shall be permitted in accordance with the 
requirements of this section.  

b.  Marquee signs shall be limited to an area of ten percent (10%) of the marquee area upon 
which the sign is to be erected or sixty (60) square feet, whichever is less.  

c.  Ground signs shall be permitted and shall be limited to five (5) feet in height and thirty-two 
(32) square feet in surface area and shall be set back five (5) feet from any property line if 
both sides of such a sign have copy. If copy appears only on a single side of such sign, 
then two (2) such signs of sixteen (16) square feet each shall be permitted on either side of 
an entranceway and said signs shall be setback five (5) feet from property line and not 
within five (5) feet of the edge of any pavement or sidewalk.  

d.  Flat signs shall be permitted and shall be limited as follows:  
i.  If such sign is to be located within sixty (60) feet of ground level, then such sign shall 

be no larger than ten percent (10%) of the wall area upon which it is to be erected or 
one hundred twenty (120) square feet, whichever is less.  

ii.  If such a sign is to be located between sixty-one (61) feet and one hundred (100) feet 
above ground level, then such a sign shall be no larger than ten percent (10%) of the 
wall area upon which it is to be erected or two hundred (200) square feet, whichever is 
less.  

iii.  If such sign is to be located over one hundred (100) feet above ground level, then 
such a sign shall be no larger than ten percent (10%) of the wall area upon which it is 
to be erected or three hundred (300) square feet, whichever is less.  



iv.  A flat sign is a painted sign or any sign erected flat against the face of, or not more 
than eighteen (18) inches from the face of the outside wall of any building and not 
extending more than eighteen (18) inches above the wall upon which it is placed and 
supported throughout its length by such wall. No protruding portion of such sign shall 
be nearer than nine (9) feet to a walk or any area where there is pedestrian traffic; nor 
shall it extend beyond the wall in a horizontal direction; provided, however, that a sign 
placed on a mansard fascia shall be permitted to be erected vertically if the bottom 
section of this sign does not extend more than eighteen (18) inches from the mansard 
fascia.  

e.  Accessory use signs shall be permitted in accordance with subsection C.3.  
f.  Undercanopy signs shall be permitted in the ABA zoning district and within the RAC 

districts. Signs shall be limited to one (1) sign per separate entranceway for a business and 
such signs shall not exceed eight (8) square feet in total area.  

g.  Directional signs shall be permitted and shall be limited to four (4) square feet in total, two 
(2) square feet per side, four (4) feet in height.  

h.  Flags shall be permitted and shall be limited in number to one (1) flag for each fifteen (15) 
lineal feet of street frontage per building site.  

i.  Boat docking facilities having no supporting facilities shall be permitted to erect one (1) 
ground sign per facility which sign shall be limited to thirty-two (32) square feet. Each boat 
or boat slip shall be permitted a sign of four (4) square feet that shall not exceed five (5) 
feet in height above the top of the seawall.  

j.  Awning signs shall be permitted and shall be limited to sixteen (16) square feet and shall be 
erected in accordance with the provisions of Section 47-22.3.B.  

k.  The number of signs at each site shall be limited in accordance with the provisions of this 
section.  

l.  When any sign is proposed to be constructed or erected which does not comply in all 
respects with the requirements for signs in the Central Beach Districts and in the Regional 
Activity Center (RAC) Districts, then such signs shall only be permitted when reviewed as a 
Site Plan Level II permit subject to a fifteen (15) day period for Commission Request for 
Review (CRR).  

14.  Shopping Center or strip stores shall be permitted additional ground signs in accordance with 
the following:  
a.  An outparcel associated with a shopping center shall be permitted one (1) ground sign per 

right-of-way up to a maximum of two (2) ground signs when abutting two (2) or more rights-
of-way.  

b.  An outparcel permitted to have two (2) ground signs shall locate each sign abutting each 
respective right-of-way.  

(Ord. No. C-97-19, § 1(47-22.4), 6-18-97; Ord. No. C-13-17, § 1, 6-4-13 ; Ord. No. C-18-05 , § 9, 3-

6-18)  

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=599052&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=899550&datasource=ordbank


Sec. 47-22.3.G - General regulations. 

 

3. Landscaping requirements. 

G. Ground sign. Ground signs may be used in any zoning district, except RS-4.4, RS-8 and RD-15, where 

permitted by ordinance. Such signs may not exceed five (5) feet in height and may not be installed in 

such a manner that a total height of eight (8) feet above natural grade is exceeded. Ground signs shall 

conform to size specifications as shown in subsection E.1. Ground signs shall have a minimum setback of 

five (5) feet from the front property line and a minimum of five (5) feet from interior side property line. 

Such signs in RC-15, RM-15, RML-25, RMM-25 and RMH-25 zones shall not exceed twenty-four (24) 

square feet. Such signs shall not be located within the twenty-five-foot sight triangle as described in this 

section. 
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Variance Request 

Cumberland Farms is requesting 3 variances on the same sign. 

1. Request is for one additional sign

2. Request is for an exception to the sign area height 

3. Request is for an exception to the overall height of the sign



1st Request for one 

additional sign.

Code allows four total signs per lot ~one 

being a freestanding sign. 

Cumberland Farms will be occupying several 

lots; 14-25 fronting NE 4th Avenue and lots 

26-35 fronting NE 3rd Avenue.  

The Property is just shy of one and a half 

acres and they have road frontage with 

entrances on three elevations.

The Proposed sign location is over 250’ from 

the approved sign on E Sunrise Blvd.  

Our request for one additional sign will 

greatly assist in capturing the attention of 
the customers traveling North and South on 

NE 4th Ave.



The 2nd and 3rd Request 

are for an exception to 

the sign area height and 

the overall height.

Code allows sign area of 5’ in height and the 

sign may not be installed in such a way to 
exceed 8’ in height above natural grade. 

We are proposing an overall sign height of 

10’ above natural grade with a sign area 

height of 7’-11 ¼”. 

The sign placement is just after the entrance 

creating more visibility challenges. The 

requested height will make the sign visible 
from a greater distance which will alert 

southbound traffic on NE 4th Avenue of the 

upcoming turn. By increasing the height of 

the sign we feel it will alert customers in time 

to safely make the turn onto the property. 



The photo below shows the visibility challenges when traveling south on NE 4th Ave. There 

are trees and light poles that will block visibility to the approved building and canopy signs. 

The proposed ground sign will be the main visible identification for Cumberland Farms on 

this road front. It was determined by city staff and Cumberland Farms that the best 

orientation for the building would be facing NE 4th Ave.



In conclusion: 

This is a large property with frontage and entrances on three elevations. An additional ground sign will be 

beneficial to all parties. It will  providing identification and gas pricing on a heavy traffic area. Our goal is to 

avert a possible traffic situation before it happens. 

Due to code restrictions we are concerned that without the requested sign, Cumberland Farms will not 

have enough visible identification. This will impact the success of the new business. We feel the addition of 

the 2nd ground sign will be consistent with other retailers utilizing corner lots in this city. Cumberland farms 

wants to be allowed the same exceptions as competitors such as the Wawa at 2620 W. Broward Blvd.

The enforcement of the code will create an unnecessary hardship. They have limited visible branding off 

NE 4th Ave making it difficult to identify the business in time to access the property safely from that road 

front. 

Cumberland farms occupies several lots facing 3 elevations. It is typical in other municipalities to afford a 

business that occupies a corner lot a freestanding sign on at least two elevations with entrances. 

This is a minimal request within reason to make the property more efficient. The approval of this variance 

will help the flow of traffic and the success of a new business in this city. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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