
A  Community Conversation 
with Nancy J. Gassman, Ph.D. 
Asst. Public Works Director - Sustainability



Welcome to the Virtual Meeting
1) Meeting Purpose

1) Provide information and answer questions about the proposed 
tidal barrier ordinance

2) Agenda
1) 20 minute presentation
2) 40 minutes for questions

3) Ways to Ask a Question
a. Type it into Q & A
b. Raise your hand in the zoom meeting
c. Ask your question by phone (*9 to raise your hand)

4) Think of a Question after the Meeting Ends?
1) Send an email to Sustainability@fortlauderdale.gov

Recording Available at 
YouTube.com/Cityoffortlauderdale



Questions Addressed in This Webinar

1) What is in the current seawall ordinance?
2) Why is the City considering changing the ordinance?

a. Broward County mandate
b. Planning for sea level rise

3) What are the major  ordinance changes?
4) What has not changed about the ordinance?
5) Why is there a maximum and a minimum top elevation?
6) Do I have to raise my seawall?
7) Your questions



What is in the current seawall ordinance?

ULDR Section 47-19.3 - Boat slips, docks, boat davits, hoists and similar mooring structures

• Sets a minimum seawall elevation at 3.9 feet NAVD88 for 
new seawalls;

• Recommends design of seawall for future height adjustment 
up to 5.0 feet NAVD88;

• Sets an allowable maximum height of the seawall and dock 
based on a property’s base flood elevation;

• Requires seawall reconstruction to the minimum elevation if 
the substantial repair threshold (50%) is triggered;

(cont)



What is in the current seawall ordinance? (cont)

ULDR Section 47-19.3 - Boat slips, docks, boat davits, hoists and similar mooring structures

• Requires maintaining seawalls in good repair and sets a 
timeline of 365 days for completion of repairs if cited;

• Requires owners to prevent tidal waters entering their 
property from impacting others and sets a timeline of 365 
days for remedy if cited;

• Allows fixed docks to extend 10 inches above the adjacent 
seawall; and

• Addresses floating docks.



Why  is the City considering changing the ordinance?

Broward County engaged 
the Army Corps of 

Engineers  with the 
question:

What is the right height 
to build our seawalls to 

protect against sea level 
rise?



Broward County Regional Tidal Barrier Standard

Why  is the City considering changing the ordinance?



Policy 2.21.7 of the Broward Comprehensive 
Plan (adopted Jan 7, 2020, item 32) requires 

that tidally-influenced municipalities adopt 
regionally consistent top

elevations for seawalls, banks, and 
berms…consistent with Broward County 

Chapter 39, Article XXV by March 31, 2022. 

• Broward code based on FTL seawall ordinance
• Major change is minimum top elevation of five 

(5) feet NAVD88.

Why  is the City considering changing 
the ordinance?



the City will adopt and 
update as necessary regionally consistent top elevations standards for seawalls

These 
standards shall be consistent with Chapter 39, Article XXV – Resiliency Standards for 
Flood Protection - of the Broward County Code of Ordinances.

Why  is the City considering changing the ordinance?
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Why  is the City considering changing the ordinance?



1. Achieve compliance with objectives and policies in the 
City’s adopted Comprehensive Plan

2. Achieve compliance with Policy 2.21.7 of the Broward 
County Comprehensive Plan 

3. Adjust the 2016 seawall ordinance to reflect sea level rise 
projections the Commission adopted in 2020

4. Support reduction of tidal flooding

5. Contribute to improving community resilience

Why  is the City considering changing the ordinance?
SUMMARY



What are the major ordinance changes?

ULDR Section 47-19.3 – Boat slips, docks, boat davits, hoists and similar mooring structures
ULDR Section 47.19.13 - Resiliency Standards for Tidal Flood Protection
ULDR Section 47.39.A.1.b General Provisions
City of Fort Lauderdale Code of Ordinances Section 8-91  - Mooring Structures



What are the major ordinance changes?



What are the major ordinance changes?



Why is there a maximum and a minimum top elevation?

Minimum elevation standard 
helps prevent flooding on the 

property from the sea

Maximum elevation standard 
helps prevents flooding the 
home during rain events



new

Do I HAVE to raise my seawall?

ONLY IF….



Do I HAVE to raise my seawall…



Time for Your Questions
1) Ways to Ask a Question

a.Type it into the Q & A
b.Raise your hand in the zoom meeting
c. By Phone only 

a.*9 to raise your hand
b.*6 to unmute 

2) Think of a question after the meeting ends?
a. Send an email to Sustainability@fortlauderdale.gov

Recording Available at YouTube.com/Cityoffortlauderdale



Next Steps
This item is scheduled to go before the City Commission 

for final approval in March.



What is habitat 
enhancement or 
living seawalls?

$125-$200 per ln ft installed



How is the substantial repair threshold (50%) defined?
(a) LENGTH

(a) Any modification of a shoreline structure along more than fifty percent 
(50%) of the length of the property's shoreline; 

OR
(b) VALUE

(b) Any modification or alteration that exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the 
fair market replacement cost of the existing shoreline structure.

(c) The term “shoreline structure” excludes docks, finger piers, piles and 
ancillary concrete footers but includes concrete docks that are poured 
monolithically with the seawall cap.



What is the cost of seawall replacement or repair?

Range of charges for installing a seawall. 
• New seawall

• $650-$2,000 ln ft depending on the depth of the waterway and 
the location of the seawall. 

• Repair of broken/spalled concrete areas costs
• ~ $60 per cubic foot of epoxy mortar. 

• To add a 12” cap 
• ~  $75 - $125 per linear foot.

• Engineering and permitting services 
• $2,000-$5,000 per job. 



Current MSL is close to 
0 feet NAVD

Useful life of new Seawall
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